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LIFE	  SENTENCE	  
As	  a	  hospice	  chaplain	  I	  witness	  a	  lot	  of	  death.	  	  As	  
a	  hospice	  chaplain	  supporting	  veterans,	  I	  

witness	  a	  lot	  of	  death	  and	  hear	  some	  very	  
interesting	  stories.	  	  Their	  obituaries	  rarely	  cover	  
these	  stories,	  but	  I	  wish	  they	  did.	  	  Even	  if	  a	  

simple	  sentence	  said,	  “Mr.	  Smith	  is	  a	  Pearl	  
Harbor	  survivor,”	  or	  “Mrs.	  Thorn	  was	  a	  
correspondence	  secretary	  during	  World	  War	  II,”	  

or	  “Mr.	  Thompson	  was	  part	  of	  the	  liberation	  of	  
France	  during	  WWII,”	  I	  think	  it	  would	  tell	  more	  
about	  the	  life	  of	  these	  people	  and	  what	  they	  

brought	  to	  the	  world.	  	  That	  got	  me	  thinking	  
about	  my	  “life	  sentence,”	  and	  how	  I	  would	  like	  
to	  be	  remembered.	  

I	  recently	  spent	  some	  time	  with	  a	  friend	  in	  

Arizona	  who	  is	  a	  caregiver	  for	  a	  94-‐year-‐old	  
woman.	  	  Sitting	  on	  their	  hot	  front	  porch,	  my	  
friend	  informed	  me	  that	  the	  door	  to	  that	  porch	  

had	  never	  been	  opened—someone	  had	  lost	  the	  
key	  before	  they	  ever	  moved	  in	  and	  no	  one	  ever	  
replaced	  it.	  	  So	  I	  thought,	  That’s	  something	  I	  can	  

do,	  I	  can	  have	  a	  key	  made.	  	  We	  called	  a	  local	  
locksmith	  (who	  had	  a	  small	  fee	  for	  house	  calls)	  

and	  he	  came	  to	  the	  house	  to	  make	  a	  key	  for	  the	  
deadbolt	  on	  the	  door.	  

The	  $10	  charge	  for	  a	  new	  key	  began	  to	  rise	  
when	  the	  locksmith	  informed	  us	  that	  they	  don’t	  

make	  that	  kind	  of	  lock	  or	  key	  any	  more	  (he	  
would	  have	  to	  forge	  a	  special	  one	  at	  his	  shop),	  
that	  the	  lock	  itself	  was	  made	  in	  1920,	  and	  the	  

company	  had	  gone	  out	  of	  business	  forty	  years	  
ago.	  	  All	  these	  obstacles!	  	  So	  I	  paid	  for	  a	  different	  
deadbolt	  to	  be	  installed—one	  that	  could	  be	  

opened	  from	  the	  inside	  with	  a	  simple	  flip	  of	  a	  
thumb—and	  voila!	  The	  door	  now	  opens.	  

My	  friend	  and	  I	  sat	  on	  the	  porch	  enjoying	  a	  cool	  
breeze	  with	  her	  little	  lady,	  who	  kept	  saying,	  

“That	  door	  has	  never	  been	  opened…that	  door	  
has	  NEVER	  been	  opened.”	  	  	  

And	  I	  found	  my	  “life	  sentence,”	  how	  I	  want	  to	  be	  
remembered,	   “She	   was	   someone	   who	   opened	  
doors	  that	  had	  never	  been	  opened.”	  	  

	  

I	  strongly	  believe	  we	  should	  leave	  a	  place	  better	  
than	  we	  found	  it,	  so	  I	  am	  trying	  to	  do	  that	  in	  the	  
final	  days	  before	  the	  end	  of	  my	  term	  as	  National	  

President.	   	   That	  means	   leaving	  a	   journal	   for	  my	  
successor,	   instructions	   for	   the	   new	   Board,	   and	  

let’s	  have	  “roundtable	  discussions”	  with	  anyone	  
who	  comes	  to	  Convention	  early.	  I	  want	  to	  lay	  out	  
the	   structure	  of	   the	  actions	   taken	  by	   this	   year’s	  

NEB,	  so	  you	  have	  an	  opportunity	  to	  weigh	  in	  on	  
issues	  we	  have	  handled	  and	  how	  we	  have	  done	  
what	  we	  were	  assigned	  to	  do.	  

This	   year’s	   Grievance	   Committee	   divided	   the	  

country	   into	   “regions”	   that	  worked	   together	   on	  
the	   cases	   they	   were	   assigned,	   and	   I	   believe	   it	  
was	  a	  successful	  venture	  that	  we	  should	  consider	  

for	   the	   future	   of	   BSMA.	   	   The	   use	   of	   “regions”	  
would	   be	   helpful	   on	   many	   levels	   (Compliance,	  
Communications,	  Website,	  to	  name	  a	  few),	  and	  I	  

believe	   the	   time	  has	  come	  to	   implement	  such	  a	  
plan	  across	  our	  Organization.	   	  Come	  to	  National	  
Convention	  and	  let’s	  talk.	  	  It’s	  an	  open	  door	  that	  	  

you	  are	  invited	  to	  walk	  through.	  	  	  

In	   the	   meantime,	   practice	   leaving	   the	   place	  
better	  than	  you	  found	  it.	   	  And	  maybe	  we	  all	  can	  
be	   remembered	   as	   “Women	  who	   opened	   doors	  
that	  had	  never	  been	  opened.”	  

-‐-‐Robin	  Barnes	  McCarthy,	  National	  President	  

(Pictured	  with	  Rebecca	  Leatherwood,	  AZ	  Pres)	  



	  

	  	  WE	  HAVE	  A	  NEW	  DEPARTMENT!!!	  	  
	  

	  	  WELCOME	  ARIZONA	  

	  
	  
Arizona	   is	   a	   wonderful,	   diverse	   state!	   We	   have	  
mountains	   in	   the	   north	   where	   the	   winter	   snows	   fall	  
heavy,	   desert	   in	   the	   south	   where	   the	   cacti	   reign	  
supreme,	  and	  a	  mix	  of	  both	  in	  the	  middle	  where	  it	  all	  
comes	  together!	  	  
	  
We	   also	   have	   a	   great	   group	   of	   Blue	   Star	   Mother	  
chapter	  members	  across	  the	  state!	  Several	  months	  	  
ago	   the	   presidents	   of	   the	   Arizona	   chapters	   began	   a	  
discussion	  about	  the	  benefits	  of	  forming	  a	  Department	  of	  Arizona.	  Coming	  from	  a	  state	  that	  has	  had	  a	  Department	  for	  
years,	   and	   having	   sat	   on	   the	   Department	   board	   –	   I	   personally	   know	   the	   great	   advantages	   to	   be	   had	   in	   having	   a	  
Department	  in	  your	  state.	  	  
	  
After	  all	  the	  discussion,	  all	  the	  paperwork,	  and	  all	  the	  arrangements	  of	  time	  and	  location	  –	  we	  finally	  made	  it	  happen!	  	  
On	  April	  21,	  2012,	  the	  Department	  of	  Arizona	  was	  installed	  by	  Robin	  Barnes-‐McCarthy,	  NP.	  It	  was	  a	  privilege	  to	  have	  
Robin	  here	  with	  us	  in	  person!	  We	  had	  a	  beautiful	  installation	  ceremony	  and	  then	  a	  great	  department	  meeting.	  
	  

Department	  of	  Arizona	  Officers	  
	  

Rebecca	  Leatherwood,	  President	  	  	   	   Rachelle	  Hornby,	  4th	  Vice	  President	  
Brenda	  Searle-‐Sung,	  1st	  Vice	  President	  	  	   Jeannie	  Warnke,	  Recording	  Secreatary	  
Theresa	  Koontz,	  2nd	  Vice	  President	  	   	   Lisa	  Collins,	  Financial	  Secretary	  
Laura	  Sutton,	  3rd	  Vice	  President	  	   	   Lori	  Atwater,	  Treasurer	  

	   	  	  
The	  Department	  of	  Arizona	  consists	  of	  members	  from	  AZ2,	  AZ3,	  AZ4,	  AZ5	  and	  AZ6	  (all	  our	  current	  chapters),	  so	  we	  
have	  a	  good	  representation	  of	  all	  our	  chapter	  members	  from	  across	  the	  state.	  We	  will	  be	  holding	  our	  Department	  
Convention	  the	  October	  26th	  &	  27th	  this	  year.	  	  We	  are	  looking	  forward	  to	  accomplishing	  much	  and	  expanding	  our	  
chapters'	  outreaches!	  	  We	  also	  have	  concentrated	  goals	  of	  starting	  some	  sorely	  needed	  chapters	  in	  the	  Northern	  and	  
Eastern	  regions,	  as	  well	  as	  adding	  a	  chapter	  in	  the	  Tuscon	  area.	  	  And	  we	  are	  all	  committed	  to	  serving	  at	  the	  three	  
beautiful	  VA	  facilities	  here	  in	  Arizona,	  as	  well	  as	  helping	  at	  the	  VA	  outposts.	  	  
	  

I	  know	  I	  speak	  for	  all	  the	  Department	  of	  Arizona	  members	  when	  I	  say	  we	  are	  honored	  to	  be	  able	  to	  serve	  in	  this	  
capacity.	  And	  so...we	  begin.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐-‐Respectfully	  Submitted,	  Rebecca	  Leatherwood,	  President,	  Department	  of	  Arizona	  
	  

	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

K-9 Care Packages 
Contra Costa, California, Blue Star Moms 

Are helping to support our Military Service dogs… 
These dogs save lives!	  

 

www.ccbluestarmoms.org 



	  
	  

Exciting	  news!	  
	  

Additional	  hotel	  lodging	  necessary	  for	  our	  	  
70th	  Anniversary	  Convention!	  

	  

Let’s	  continue	  to	  roll	  with	  it…	  
	  

    
  
 
 
Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. celebrates 70 years at our 2012 Annual Convention in Cincinnati Ohio.  
Come celebrate our history and make new Blue Star Mother friends.  Our Convention this year will be held at 
the historic Cincinnati Club in downtown Cincinnati. 
 
We have had such a resounding response from members for our 70th annual convention that we have filled 77 
rooms at the Garfield Hotel, and we have now made arrangements for a "sister" hotel to house our members.  
 
Additional hotel rooms are now available for our members at the Millennium Hotel in Cincinnati, 150 W. Fifth 
St.  The Millennium has reserved a block of rooms for BSMA, and the hotel is approximately five blocks from 
our Convention venue of the Cincinnati Club.  All rooms have queen-sized beds, and can accommodate up to 4 
people.  The daily room rate for 1-4 people is just $109+ tax ($127.53).  All rooms are NON-SMOKING, and 
have free wi-fi.  The Millennium has a free 24-hour fitness center and an outdoor swimming pool. Parking fees 
are $22 per day. 
 
To register at The Millennium, please call 1-800-876-2100 and mention Blue Star Mothers when you  
make your reservations, in order to get the special convention rate.   
  
More information on National Convention can be found on our website: www.bluestarmothers.org. 
Once you are logged in, click on side bar that says: CONVENTION 2012. 
 

See	  You	  In	  Cincinnati!	  
	  

Blue	  Star	  Mothers	  of	  America,	  Inc.	  
	  

2012	  National	  Convention	  
Cincinnati	  Ohio	  

	  
July 31 - August 4, 2012 

	  



	  



	  

	  

Blue Star Mothers 70th Anniversary 
Pins and Patches 

 

To celebrate our 70th Anniversary in 2012, The Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. is offering a 
specially designed anniversary logo pin and patch for $5 each, plus shipping and handling. 
 
We are offering these for sale to our members prior to the Convention (using this form) and at 
the 2012 National Convention in Cincinnati. 

  
  
  
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________   State: ________   Zip: _________________ 
 
Pins : __________ x $5= $__________ 
 
Patches: _______ x $5 = $ _________ 
 
Postage & Handling on orders of 10 or less: $2.50 S&H per order 
Postage & handling on orders of 11 or more: FREE SHIPPING 
 
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $_____________  
 
Make checks payable to:  Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 

 
Your pre-Convention orders and checks may be mailed to: 

 
Anita Wagner 

2827 Purdue Rd 
Kettering OH 45420 

 
(Orders will take up to 10 business days to process.) 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

18TH ANNUAL TAPS NATIONAL MILITARY SURVIVOR SEMINAR 

 AND GOOD GRIEF CAMP FOR YOUNG SURVIVORS 

 

  Memorial Day Weekend |  May 25 th - 28 th, 2012   

Crystal Gateway Marriott 
Jefferson Davis Highway | Arlington, Virginia 

 
For	  more	  information	  go	  to:	  	  www.taps.org	  



	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

MAY	  DATES	  TO	  REMEMBER,	  CELEBRATE	  &	  OBSERVE	  

	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Join the Blue Star Mothers  

of Alabama Chapter 1  
 

"Walk-a-Mile" 

in their Boots 

 

July 9, 2012 

Veteran's Park, Alabaster, AL 

Registration 7 a.m. - Walk Starts 8 a.m. 

We will be walking in honor of our children who are serving.  

We will actually be walking in their Combat Boots!  

This is to raise money for care packages.  Please support the Blue Star 
Mothers by contributing to each mile we walk! 

http://bluestarmothersofalabama.club.officelive.com 

More information coming in a few weeks as we gear up to kick off our walk! 

   

	  



	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  

	  	  	  	  

	  
	  

	  
 

 

 



	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  



	    

Blue Star Mothers of Vermont would like to thank all who took part in our  
Chili Challenge at the Annual Colchester Winter Carnival on February 4, 2012.  
This fundraiser is just one step on our path to support our Vermont Veterans  

in transitional and post-transitional housing so that one day, the word  
homeless will never be used in the same sentence as the word Veteran.  

 

A heartfelt thank you to our wonderful and VERY humorous judges:  
Lt. Governor Phil Scott, Senator Dick Mazza and Becky Holt from COTS.  

Overall we had 12 entries, the most ever, we heard. :)  
The entries were judged on aroma, red color, consistency, taste and after-taste. 

 

Congratulations to:  
1st Place: Debra Woolford  
2nd Place: Dave Ugalde  

3rd Place: Colchester High School (Steve Davis)  
 

Lt. Governor Phil Scott also donated a pot of chili to be auctioned off  
through the Colchester/Milton Rotary Auction. The final bid was $125.00 

by Marilyn Cormier. Marilyn graciously donated the chili back to  
Blue Star Mothers of Vermont so that we could sell the chili along with the  
other entries. Phil Scott and Dick Mazza also each matched the $125 bid!  
We would also like to thank the Colchester Football Boosters for donating  

some of their chili when we ran out of ours!  

 

	  


